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Office Address

Department of Social and Organizational Psychology, Faculty of Psychology, UNED
C/Juan del Rosal 10, Office 1.54, 28040 Madrid, Spain
Web: Web Identity Fusion Lab / UNED Angel Gémez

Academic Training/Education

Universidad Nacional de Educaciéon a Distancia, UNED Madrid, Spain
Ph.D. in Social Psychology, Dec. 1998

Faculté de Psychologie et des Sciences de I’Education Geneva, Switzerland
B.S. in Psychology, June 1993

Universidad Complutense Madrid, Spain

B.S. in Psychology, June 1993

Academic Positions/Professional Experience

Full Professor, Department of Social and Organizational Psychology, Universidad Nacional
de Educacion a Distancia, UNED, 2018 — present

Associate Professor with Tenure, Department of Social and Organizational Psychology,
Universidad Nacional de Educacion a Distancia, UNED, 2003 — 2018

Associate Professor, Department of Social and Organizational Psychology, Universidad
Nacional de Educacion a Distancia, UNED, 1999 — 2003

Research Interest

Identity fusion

Violent radicalization, de-radicalization and disengagement
Intergroup Contact

Group ldentity Verification

Meta-stereotypes

Recategorization

Personal and Group Physical and Spiritual Formidability
Personal and Social Identity

Humanization, dehumanization and meta-dehumanization

Memberships

ARTIS International

The International Society for Self and Identity (ISSI)
Society of Experimental Social Psychology

European Association of Social Psychology

Spanish Scientific Society of Social Psychology (SCEPS)

Editorial Positions

Psychology of Violence, Senior Consulting Editor 2024 - present
Group Processes & Intergroup Relations, Associated Editor 2021 — 2024

Social Psychological and Personality Science, Editorial Board 2019 — present
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, Consulting Editor 2019 — present
The International Society for Self and Identity, Executive Committee 2019 — present

European Journal of Social Psychology 2015 - 2017


mailto:agomez@psi.uned.es
https://blogs.uned.es/idenfusion
https://www.uned.es/universidad/docentes/en/psicologia/angel-gomez-jimenez.html

Awards

Social Council Awards 24 (UNED): Award for Good Practices of Teaching and
Research Staff and Technical, Management and Administration and Services Staff

Mid-Career Award European Association of Social Psychology (previous Kurt Lewin
Award).

Research Award (VI Edition) (UNED/B. Santander). “Ambivalent effects of positive
contact between women and men on collective actions for women’s rights”.
Bronze Medal to the Social Merit. Spanish Penitentiary Institutions.

Research Dissemination Award (UNED/B. Santander). “The devoted actor’s will to
fight and the spiritual dimension of human conflict”.

“Europe Investigation” (UNED/B. Santander).

Good Teaching and Research Practices, UNED.

Best work in favor of people with Achondroplasia and other dysplasias in their
Institutional category for the TV program “Achondroplasia”.

Best Edited Book about Group Dynamics (UNED/B. Santander).
Leader of the best Research Group at UNED.

Impacts

2024

2023

2022

2020
2019

2018
2017
2014

2012
2011

Citation Count (JCR): 7680, H-index: 33
Citation Count (Google Scholar): 12869, H-index: 52, i10 index: 117

Doctoral Students

Juana Chinchilla Calero (2022), Mercedes Martinez Diaz (2022), Borja Paredes

Sansinenea (2019), Alexandra Vazquez Botana (2014), Saulo Fernandez Arregui (2010).

Currently: Hend Bautista Carrasco, Laura Blanco Iglesias, Irene Bardn Picazo, Naroa

Carrasco Sanchez, Sara Rodriguez Fregenal, Ruth Agudo, José Antonio Gonzalez-Puerto,

Luis Gonzalez de Lara, Encarnacion (Nani).

Organization of Scientific Meetings

2020: Co-Organizer of the XlI International Conference of Legal and Forensic Psychology,

Madrid, Spain, 13-15 February 2020.

2019: Co-Organizer SASP-SPSSI Group Meeting on Intergroup Contact, “Advances in

Intergroup Contact Research”, Newcastle, Australia, 29 April-1 May 2019.

2017: Co-Organizer International Society for Self and Identity (ISSI) preconference,

Granada, Spain, 4 July 2017.

Presentations (some of the most representative)

University of Kent, Canterbury, UK

General Secretariat of Penitentiary Institutions, Madrid, Spain
Bureau of Jail Management and Penology (BJMP), Philippines
EuroPris, Belgium

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore

National University of Singapore

University of Valence, Spain

University of Helsinki, Finland

Penitentiary Institutions, Prison of Seville, Spain

General Secretariat of Penitentiary Institutions, Madrid, Spain

2025
2025
2024
2024
2024
2024
2024
2024
2024
2024



University of Geneva, Switzerland

US Air Force Academy (USAFA), Colorado, USA

Universitas Indonesia

University of Texas, Austin, USA

Universitas Indonesia

Melilla (University of Granada)

Penitentiary Institutions, Ministry of Interior, Spain

Culture Society and Behavior Lab, Oslo, Norway

Complutense University, Madrid, Spain

Penitentiary Institutions. Spanish Ministry of Interior

Bielefeld University, Germany (Prison’s Delegates Iraq and Kurdistan)
Arie Kruglansky Lab, University of Maryland, USA

50" Anniversary of UNED, and Pattern of Psychology

Spanish National Center of Intelligence (Centro Nacional de Inteligencia, CNI)
National Police Superintendent Academy

Gutiérrez Mellado Institute (Peace, Security and Defense), Madrid, Spain
Autonomous University, Barcelona, Spain

University of New York, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

University of Seville, Spain

University of New York, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

Agency for Re-education and reinsertion of minor offenders, Madrid, Spain
University of Milan, Italy

Prevent Violent Radicaliz. and UN Institute for Training Research, Malaga, Spain
Intelligence Centre for Counterterrorism and Organized Crime, Malaga, Spain
The Royal Academy of Psychology, Spain

University of Texas at Austin, USA

Harris Manchester College, Oxford, UK

University of Texas at Austin, USA

University of Granada, Spain

University of Almeria, Spain

Autonomous University, Madrid, Spain

Ohio-State University, Columbus, USA

University of Connecticut, Storrs, USA

University of Geneva, Switzerland

University of Texas at Austin, USA

Autonomous University of Madrid, Spain

Jena University, Germany. International Graduate College

Leiden University, The Netherlands

Social Work University of Gijon, Spain

University of Louvain La-Neuve, Belgium

University of Granada, Granada, Spain

Social Work University of Gijon, Spain

University of Valencia, Spain
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Directorate-General of the Civil Guard (DGGC), Ministry of Interior, Spanish Government.
e “Evaluation of the Code of Ethics of the Civil Guard: Implications for training and

practice.” July 2023 - December 2023, 17.303 euros.

European Research Council

e 2021I/PEURO/006. “A Multi-Theory Multi-Method Approach for Preventing and



Reducing Radicalization Leading to Violence (MULTIPREV).” January 2022 -
December 2026, 2.499.900 euros.

New York University, Abu Dhabi
e “Deradicalizing Violent Extremist Offenders in Prison: A Randomized-Control Trial.”
January - December 2023, 40.000 US dollars.

Spanish Ministry of Economy and Competitivity

e PID2021-1246170B-100. “What | learned being in prison. Deepen into the nature of
identity fusion, physical and spiritual formidability, and its associated underlying
mechanisms.” July 2022 - June 2025, 103.818 euros.

o RTI2018-093550-B-100. “Identity fusion, intergroup and interpersonal violence.
Prevention of violent radicalization, interpersonal violence and the consequences for
the victim.” January 2019 - December 2021, 65.000 euros.

e PSI2015-67754. “The causes of extremism and strategies for avoidance. An analysis
from identity fusion and sacred values theories.” January 2016 - June 2019, 25.900
euros.

o PSI2012-30921. “Identity fusion: Nature, antecedents and consequences.” February
2013 - January 2016, 62.010 euros.

o PSI2009-07008. “The roots of positive/negative extreme group behavior: When the
individual is fused with the group.” January 2010 - December 2012, 71.390 euros.

o SEJ2004-01537/PSIC. “How do we like to be seen by others? Processes and
implications of the self-verification theory when extended to the intergroup level”. 15
December 2004 - 15 December 2007, 40.020 euros.

e Grant provided by the University Mobility Program to Visit Professor William B.
Swann. September - December 2006, 11.500 euros.

ARTIS International
e Artis V.
o Artis IV. “Testing new measures and underlying mechanism to detect and prevent
violent radicalization.” 2020 - 2021.
e Development of Empirical Measures to Examine the Willingness to Fight. 2016,
19.673,60 euros.

e Behavioral exploration of sacred values and nuclear interest. 2015 - 2016

General Secretariat of Penitentiary Institutions. Ministry of the Interior, Spain
e “Violent radicalization in prisons.” 2019, 17.787 euros.

National Science Foundation
o PSI2015-67754-P. “The devoted actors: sacred values, identity fusion and intergroup
conflict.” January 2016-December 2018, 593.081 euros.

o ‘“ldentity fusion and intergroup relations.” September 2015-September 2018, 361.656
euros.

John Templeton Foundation. University of Oxford
o “Effects of ritual and dysphoric experience on group bonding.” March 2014 - August
2015, £27.500.

o Exploring the effects of rituals on identity fusion: A cross-cultural study.”



March 2014 - August 2015, £42.000.

IUISI (University Institute for Interior Security Research)
¢ “Immigration in SPAIN”. January - October 2007, 9.000 euros.

Foundation ALPE - Achondroplasia
e “Sociopsychological factors related to social exclusion in stigmatized”. March 2006 -
April 2008, 57.017 euros.

General Council of Research. Autonomous Community of Madrid

o Ref:09/499272.6/02. “The effects of different strategies to induce empathy in attitude
change toward minorities and stigmatized people.” 2002 - 2003, 11.000 euros.

Relevant Publications

2025

Atran, S., Rodriguez-Gémez, L., Yilmaz, K., & Gémez, A. (2025). How Gaza Sees the 2023-
2025 War and the Future of the Israel-Palestine Conflict. New England Journal of
Public Policy, 37:1, Art. 11. PDF

Wollast, R., Luders, A., Nugier, A., Guimond, S., Phillips, J. B., Sutton, R. M., Douglas, K. M.,
Sengupta, N. K., Lemay, E. P., Zand, S., Van Lissa, C. J., Bélanger, J. J,
Abakoumkin, G., Abdul Khaiyom, J. H., Agostini, M., Ahmedi, V., Almenara, C. A.,
Atta, M., Bagci, S. C., ... Leander, N. P. (2025). Gender inequality and cultural values
in explaining gender differences in positive and negative emotions: A comparison of
24 countries during the COVID-19 pandemic. Current Psychology.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12144-024-06989-0. PDF

2024

Goémez, A., Vazquez, A., Alba, B., Blanco, L., Chinchilla, J., Chiclana, S., & Swann, W. B.,
Jr. (2024). Feeling understood fosters identity fusion. Journal of Personality and
Social Psychology. Advance online publication.
https://dx.doi.org/10.1037/pspi0000464. PDF

Blanco, L., Lobato, R. M., Alba, B., Vazquez, A., Gonzalez-Alvarez, J. L., Chiclana, S.,
Chinchilla, J., & Gémez, A. (2024). “What Made Me Change”: Transformative
Experiences in the Jihadist Radicalization Process. Terrorism and Political Violence,
1-19. https://doi.org/10.1080/09546553.2024.2437048. PDF

Chinchilla, J., & Gémez, A. (2024). The potential role of psychological time in the study of
violent radicalisation, deradicalisation, and disengagement. European Review of
Social Psychology. https://doi.org/10.1080/10463283.2024.2429329.

Swann, W. B., Klein, J. W., & Gémez, A. (2024). Comprehensive Identity fusion theory
(CIFT): New insights and a revised theory. Advances in Experimental Social
Psychology, 70. https://doi.org/10.1016/bs.aesp.2024.03.003. PDF

Besta, T., Jurek, P., Olech, M., Wlodarczyk, A., Kosakowska-Berezecka, N., Bosson, J.,
Bender, M., Vandello, J., Abuhamdeh, S., Agyemang, C., Akbas, G., Albayrak-
Aydemir, N., Ammirati, S., Anderson, J., Anjum, G., Ariyanto, A., Aruta, J. J. B,
Ashraf, M., Bakaityté, A., ... & Zadkowska, M. (2024). Measuring Collective Action
Intention Toward Gender Equality Across Cultures. European Journal of
Psychological Assessment https://doi.org/10.1027/1015-5759/a000857. PDF

Fisher, A. N., Ryan, M. K., Liao, Y.-H., Mikofajczak, G., Riedijk, L., Leander, N. P.,
Abakoumkin, G., Abdul Khaiyom, J. H., Ahmedi, V., Agostini, M., Atta, M., Bagci, S.
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C., Bélanger, J. J., Berisha Kida, E., Bernardo, A. B. I., Chobthamkit, P., Choi, H.-S.,
Cristea, M., Damnjanovic, K., ... & Zuhiga, C. (2024). The precarity of progress:
Implications of a shifting gendered division of labor for relationships and well-being as
a function of country-level gender equality. Sex Roles, 90, 642—658.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11199-024-01453-6. PDF

Kirkland, K., Van Lange, P. A. M., Gorenz, D., Blake, K., Amiot, C. E., Ausmees, L., Baguma,
P., Barry, O., Becker, M., Bilewicz, M., Boonyasiriwat, W., Booth, R. W., Castelain,
T., Costantini, G., Dimdins, G., Espinosa, A., Finchilescu, G., Fischer, R, ... & Bastian,
B. (2024). High economic inequality is linked to greater moralization. PNAS Nexus,
3(7), 221. https://doi.org/10.1093/pnasnexus/pgae221. PDF

Syropoulos, S., Leidner, B., Mercado, E., Li, M., Cros, S., Gomez, A., Baka, A., Chekroun,
P., & Rottman, J. (2024). How safe are we? Introducing the multidimensional model
of perceived personal safety. Personality and Individual Differences, 224, 112640.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.paid.2024.112640. PDF

Zuniga, C., Agostini, M., Louis, W. R., Lemay Jr., E. P., Bélanger, J. J., Gutzkow,
B., Jeronimus, B. F., Kreienkamp, J., vanDellen, M. R., Abakoumkin, G., Khaiyom, J.,
H. A., Ahmedi, V., Akkas, H., Almenara, C. A., Atta, M., Bagci, S. C., Basel, S.,
Berishka Kida, E., Bernardo, A. B. |, ... & Leander, N. P. (2024). Prosociality during
COVID-19: Pathways through affect, financial stress, well-being, and collective
disempowerment across 39 countries. Universitas Psychologica, 23, 1-21.
https://doi.org/10.11144/Javeriana.upsy23.pdcp.

2023

Goémez, A., Blanco, L., et al. (2023). Proyecto de investigacion sobre procesos de
radicalizacioén violenta. Fase Il. Documentos penitenciarios, 34. Ministerio del Interior,
Secretaria General de Instituciones Penitenciarias. PDF

Goémez, A., Vazquez, A. & Atran, S. (2023). Transcultural pathways to the will to fight. PNAS,
120(24): e2303614120. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2303614120. PDF

Gomez, A., Vazquez, A., Chinchilla, J., Blanco, L., Alba, B., Chiclana, S., & Gonzalez-
Alvarez, J. L. (2023). Why is it so difficult to investigate violent radicalization? Spanish
Journal of Psychology, 26, e7, 1-7. https://doi.org/10.1017/SJP.2023.2. PDF

Chiclana, S., & Gomez, A. (2023). Los delitos de odio desde la perspectiva de la psicologia
social. La intervencion psicosocial en Instituciones penitenciarias. En A. M. Vinagre
Gonzalez, M. M. Aguilar Carceles, & J. E. Soto Castro (Dirs.), Delitos de odio: Un
abordaje multidisciplinar (pp. 197-217). Bosch Editor. ISBN 978-84-10044-12-8.

Vazquez, A., Dovidio, J. F., & Gémez, A. (2023). Does the union always make the force?
Group status and recategorization influence the perceived physical formidability of
potential  coalition  groups. British  Journal of  Social  Psychology.
https://doi.org/10.1111/bjs0.12668. PDF

Abakoumkin, G., Tseliou, E., McCabe, K. O., Lemay Jr., E. P., Stroebe, W., Agostini, M.,
Bélanger, J. J., Gutzkow, B., Kreienkamp, J., Kutlaca, M., VanDellen, M. R., Abdul
Khaiyom, J. H., Ahmedi, V., Akkas, H., Aimenara, C. A., Atta, M., Bagci, S. C., Basel,
S., Berisha Kida, E., ..., & Leander, N. P. (2023). Conceptual replication and
extension of health behavior theories' predictions in the context of COVID-19:
Evidence across countries and over time. Social and Personality Psychology.
https://doi.org/10.1111/spc3.12909. PDF

Bain, P., Bongiorno, R., Tinson, K. & Heanue, A., Gémez, A., Guan, Y., Lebedeva, N.,
Kashima, E., Gonzalez, R., Chen, S., Blumen, S. & Kashima, Y. (2023). Worldviews
about change: Their structure and their implications for understanding responses to
sustainability, technology, and political change. Asian Journal of Social Psychology.
https://doi.org/10.1111/ajsp.12574. PDF
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Chvaja, R., Chinchilla, J., Goméz, A., & Lang, M. (2023). Religious costly signal induces more
trustworthiness than secular costly signal: A study of pilgrimage to Santiago de
Compostela. European Journal of Social Psychology, 1-15.
https://doi.org/10.1002/ejsp.297. PDF

Douglas, K. M., Sutton, R. M., van Lissa, C. J., Stroebe, W., Kreienkamp, J., Agostini, M.,
Bélanger, J. J., Gltzkow, B., Abakoumkin, G., Khaiyom, J. H. A., Ahmedi, V., Akkas,
H., Aimenara, C. A., Atta, M., Bagci, S. C., Basel, S., Kida, E. B., Bernardo, A. B. |.,
Buttrick, N. R., ... & Leander, N. P. (2023). Identifying important individual- and
country-level predictors of conspiracy theorizing: A machine learning analysis.
European Journal of Social Psychology. https://doi.org/10.1002/ejsp.2968. PDF

McLamore, Q., Syropoulos, B., Hirschberger, G., van Bezouw, M.J., Rovenpor, D., Paladino,
M.P., Baumert, A., Bilewicz, M., Bilgen, A., Chatard, A., Chekroun, P., Chinchilla, J.,
Choi, H.S., Euh, H., Gémez, A., Kardos, P., Khoo, Y.H., Li, M., Légal, J.-B., ..., & Zein,
R.A. (2023). The distinct associations of ingroup attachment and glorification with
responses to the coronavirus pandemic: Evidence from a multilevel investigation in
21 countries. British Journal of Social Psychology 62(2).
https://doi.org/10.1111/bjso.12614. PDF

Varmann, A. H., Kruse, L., Bierwiaczonek, K., Gomez, A., Vazquez, A., & Kunst, J. R. (2023).
How Identity Fusion Predicts Extreme Pro-Group Orientations: A Meta-Analysis.
European Review of Social Psychology.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10463283.2023.2190267. PDF

Vazquez, A., Gémez, A., Lopez-Rodriguez, L. & Swann, W. B. (2023). Can identity fusion
foster social harmony? Strongly fused individuals embrace familiar outgroup
members unless threatened. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology 107, 104462.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jesp.2023.104462. PDF

Westgate, E., Buttrick, N., Lin, Y., El Helou, G., Agostini, M., Belanger, J., Gutzkow, B., ... &
Leander, N. P. (2023). Pandemic boredom: Little evidence that lockdown-related
boredom affects risky public health behaviors across 116 countries. Emotion.

PDF

2022

Gomez, A., Atran, S., Chinchilla, J., Vazquez, A., Lépez-Rodriguez, L., Paredes, B.,
Martinez, M., Blanco, L., Alba, B., Bautista, H., Fernandez, S., Pozuelo-Rubio, F.,
Gonzalez-Alvarez, J.L., Chiclana, S., Valladares-Narganes, H., Alonso, M., Ruiz-
Alvarado, A., Lépez-Novo, J.L., & Davis, R. (2022). Willingness to sacrifice among
convicted Islamist terrorists versus violent gang members and other criminals.
Scientific Reports, 12(1), 1-15. . PDF

Gomez, A., Chiclana, S., Chinchilla, J., Blanco, L., Alba, B., Bautista, H. & Pozuelo-Rubio, F.
(2022). The mirage of the jihad. Disenchantment as the pathway to disengagement
of female jihadists. A case study about radicalization in Spanish prisons. International
Journal of Social Psychology. . PDF

Chinchilla, J., Vazquez, A. & Gémez, A. (2022). Strongly fused individuals feel viscerally
responsible to  self-sacrifice.  British  Journal of  Social = Psychology.

. PDF

Celikkol, G., Mahonen, T., Sortheix, F., Jasinskaja-Lahti, |., Jetten, J., Ariyanto, A., Autin, F.,
Ayub, N., Badea, C., Besta, T., Butera, F., Costa-Lopes, R., Cui, L., Carole, F.,
Finchilescu, G., Gaertner, L., Gollwitzer, M., Gémez, A., Gonzalez, R., ... & Wohl, M.
(2022). Individual, Group, and Temporal Perspectives on the Link between Wealth
and Realistic Threat. Current Research in Ecological and Social Psychology, 3.

PDF
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Dejonckheere, E., Rhee, J. J., Baguma, P. K., Barry, O., Becker, M., Bilewicz, M., Castelain,
T., Constantini, G., Dimdins, G., Espinosa, A., Finchilescu, G., Friese, M., Gastardo-
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